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STRIKE REPORT: WEEK ONE
The first week of the strike is coming to a 

close, and although there’s no firm word on 
negotiations yet, we’ve made a strong showing 
with no signs of slowing down.

Within the first 24 hours, the city began 
seeking to shut us 
down in the courts. 
Judge Sierra 
Thomas-Street of 
the Philadelphia 
Court of Common 
Pleas ordered a few 
hundred of the 
most safety-critical 
strikers back to 
work and signed an 

injunction to restrict picketing. PPD has so far 
proven reluctant to enforce the injunctions 
violently.

Community support has been going strong 
at picket lines, especially for public locations. 
Philly residents have come out with food, signs, 
and volunteers, especially for 24-hour picket 
locations like 1515 Arch St.

Flexibility and solidarity 
from our members and 
strike captains have 
enabled us to keep every 
location in Local 696 shut 
down, and DC33 picketing 
led to a truly sad showing 
at Wawa Welcome 
America. After LL Cool J 
and Jazmine Sullivan 
pulled out, the July 4th 

concert and fireworks 
show lasted less than 5 hours.

DC47 
Local 2187 
have shown 
up in 
solidarity 
with us 
outside work 
hours, and 
many are 
refusing to 
cross picket 
lines despite intimidation from administrators. 
If the city doesn’t come to an agreement by 
7/10, 2187 is expected to hold a strike vote of 
their own. Remember – no contract, no peace!

The Rabble is accepting submissions! Send your questions, comments, or articles to our editors at info@696rabblerousers.com.
Read this newsletter online: https://696rabblerousers.com.

One member, Jeanette Coppinger (center), 
was arrested on Wednesday but released 
the same day with a warning.

Local artist @emeyewhisky makes pro-
labor signs, like this one at the Municipal  

Services Building.

Residents’ and members’ families  
provide support; J. Matthew Catron 

(center) addresses the public.

Night shift at the OPB holds the 
line (and dodges the midday 
heat)!

Delayed opening and strict security deterred attendees as well as picketers.

Strikers protesting on Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
received huge shows of support from our allies.
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Scabby the Rat in front of  
1515 Arch Street

Sheldon Davids delivers an impassioned speech outside  
Parkway Central Library

Francis Bass outside  
Parkway Central Library

Signs by picketers in South Philly

Jerome the Skeleton faithfully picketing  
Donatucci Branch Library

Pancake the Dog supports  
striking workers Picketers holding down Widener Branch 

LibrarySupportive chalk art


